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IFMSA Intervention Agenda Point 12.3 

Meeting: 
Sixty-seventh World Health Assembly 
May 19th – 24th, 2014, Geneva, Switzerland 

Agenda Item: 
12.3 Hepatitis 

Statement: 
On behalf of the International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations and Universities 
Allied for Essential Medicines, representing future physicians and students from over 100 
countries, we share the global excitement about the new medicines that now make hepatitis 
C a potentially curable disease. However, we are deeply concerned that monopolies 
enabled by intellectual property will price the drug far out of reach for most patients, even in 
well-financed health systems in the US and Europe. While new direct-acting antivirals are 
highly effective, their prices are as high as 1000 USD per pill. 
 
While private-sector producers have been pressured into making voluntary licensing 
concessions, these will not reach levels sufficient for sustainable treatment, instead simply 
dividing the market into high-cost and slightly lower-cost. This could be prevented by 
licensing through the Medicines Patent Pool. 
 
Over 150 million people globally are infected with HCV, accounting for up to 500,000 deaths 
per year, with the highest burden falling on low and middle Income Countries. Currently the 
WHO Essential Medicines List only holds older HepC treatments. We urge WHO to review 
the newer treatments for inclusion in the Essential Medicines List. 
We urge member states to: 

• Evaluate new Hepatitis treatments for inclusion in national Essential Medicines List. 
• Use the flexibilities contained in the TRIPS agreement to improve access to new 

HCV medicines. 
• Recognize that the patent-driven R&D system threatens access not only in LMICs 

put in HICs as well. 
• Recognize the unsustainable rising prices of new patent-protected medicines, and 

pursue new innovation models driven by medical need, not IP. 
•  

As representatives of the next generation of young healthcare professionals we are excited 
that we now have the possibility to end the Hepatitis crisis, and we urge you to seize this 
opportunity. 
Our message is clear: If we want to stop Hep C, we must cure IP. 
 

IFMSA at a Glance  
Founded in 1951, the International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations (IFMSA) is 
the world’s oldest and largest independent organization representing medical students from 
around the world. While representing a network of an estimated 1.3 million medical 
students, IFMSA currently has 117 national member organizations from 110 countries. 
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IFMSA is recognized as an international nongovernmental organization by the United 
Nations and the World Health Organization and is a proud partner of various international 
bodies such as the World Medical Association.  
 
Created to make a positive impact on the world, IFMSA has inspired generations of medical 
students to develop knowledge, skills, and attitude needed take on current and emerging 
challenges in medicine and global health. Annually, IFMSA provides opportunities to 
medical students through its two general assemblies, five regional meetings, around 10,000 
exchange program slots, hundreds of national and international projects, and dozens of 
international campaigns on issues ranging from climate change to global health equity. 

UAEM at a Glance  
UAEM is an international student network which aims to promote access to medicines and 
medical innovations in low- and middle- income countries, ensure that medical research 
meets the needs of people worldwide and empowers students globally to respond to the 
access and innovation crisis.  
	  


