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IFMSA Intervention Agenda Point 14.1 

Meeting: 
Sixty-seventh World Health Assembly 
May 19th – 24th, 2014, Geneva, Switzerland 

Agenda Item: 
14.1 Health in the post-2015 Development Agenda 

Statement: 
On behalf of 117 National Medical Students’ Associations, we, the International Federation 
of Medical Students’ Associations, appreciate WHO’s role in addressing the position of 
health in the post 2015 development agenda. 
  
We fully support the inclusion of Universal Health Coverage in the post-2015 agenda, and 
consider it as central in order to assure that health is properly and fully addressed in the 
future development goals. 
  
UHC provides the human right to equitable, affordable and accessible healthcare, reduces 
morbidity as well as mortality and creates a state of wellbeing that allows society to benefit 
and prosper. 
  
For IFMSA, Universal Health Coverage must be based on the following three principles: 
 

● First of all, achieving equity in health requires comprehensive inclusion of all target 
groups of the society based on their specific needs. We call for indicators 
disaggregated for socioeconomic status, age, geographical indexes, gender, 
marginalized & vulnerable population in order to ensure equity in reaching targets. 

 
● Second, health systems must be sustainable, with a design being adaptable and 

responsible to current and future risks and challenges such as climate change, aging 
population, unhealthy living, natural and man-made disasters. Each member state 
should tailor UHC to national needs and local settings. 

  
● Third, we urge member states to recognize that the final post 2015 negotiations will 

be done by their ministries of foreign affairs and permanent missions to UN in New 
York. We therefore highlight that health ministries should keep their national 
representatives informed, especially on Universal Health Coverage and health in 
post-2015 to step forward towards the healthy future we want. 

  
We express concern however that UHC may be limited to just focusing upon the health 
system itself rather than incorporating the full social, environmental and economic 
determinants of health. Therefore we emphasize health as a cross cutting issue in the 
whole post-2015 Agenda. 
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IFMSA at a Glance  
Founded in 1951, the International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations (IFMSA) is 
the world’s oldest and largest independent organization representing medical students from 
around the world. While representing a network of an estimated 1.3 million medical 
students, IFMSA currently has 117 national member organizations from 110 countries. 
IFMSA is recognized as an international nongovernmental organization by the United 
Nations and the World Health Organization and is a proud partner of various international 
bodies such as the World Medical Association.  
 
Created to make a positive impact on the world, IFMSA has inspired generations of medical 
students to develop knowledge, skills, and attitude needed take on current and emerging 
challenges in medicine and global health. Annually, IFMSA provides opportunities to 
medical students through its two general assemblies, five regional meetings, around 10,000 
exchange program slots, hundreds of national and international projects, and dozens of 
international campaigns on issues ranging from climate change to global health equity. 


