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Stop Hep C. Cure IP. 

 

Background: Hepatitis C virus (HCV) has become a prevalent issue in today’s society, causing high rates 
of morbidity and mortality. Over 150 million people globally are infected with HCV, accounting for up to 
500,000 deaths each year. As the healthcare community prepares for a paradigm shift due to the 
development of new, innovative treatments for HCV, the potential of curing millions with chronic infections in 
high income countries was not replicated in the million more civilians living in low and middle-income 
countries (LMICs). Hepatitis B and C account for almost 80% of all cases of liver cancer, which causes 
deaths in 30% of individuals chronically infected with HCV and is the fifth most prevalent cancer worldwide.  

HCV is severely overlooked as a public health problem in today’s globalized community. The primary barrier 
to access to new HCV treatments is their high prices, enabled by patent monopolies and intellectual 
property restrictions. These are further compounded by bilateral and multilateral trade agreements. The 
World Health Organization (WHO) has sought to promote access to desperately needed treatments through 
the Essential Medicines List (EML); however, only 1.4% of the medicines included on the EML are patented. 
The EML should prioritize effective treatments, regardless of patent status in order to promote access to 
quality medications. We urge the World Health Organization to exercise its political will, and be the voice to 
the voiceless sectors of the most impoverished communities.  

Case: An example of this failure is the new medicine sofosbuvir. Sofosbuvir can help cure Hepatitis C with 
estimated 90% efficacy and limited side effects. The problem is that this medicine is held on patent, blocking 
access by generic producers. With prices between 50,000 and 100,000 USD per patient, per year, and 
manufacturing costs between 68 and 136 USD, there is obvious room to lower prices for patients. Currently 
the industry’s solution is voluntary licensing to select generic manufacturers, essentially dividing the market 
but not spurring true competition. This means prices will still overburden patients, especially those paying 
out of pocket in low and middle income countries. This is of particular concern as these regions have the 
highest burden of HCV [2, 3]. 

The high pricing of this new medicine illustrates the controversial pricing issues of medicines produced by 
the current IP R&D system. In order to protect the public health interests of people we desperately need an 
alternative incentive. As changes to the R&D model and related Intellectual Property issues will occur 
slowly, it is important to work within the current system to ensure access to medicines. Therefore we urge 
member states to: 

 Evaluate new Hepatitis treatments, such as sofosbuvir, for adoption to the Essential Medicines List. 
 Champion TRIPS flexibilities and compulsory licensing to improve access to Hepatitis C medication, 

such as sofosbuvir. 
 Recognize that current IP-driven model of R&D is not adequately able to deliver accessible 

treatments and diagnostics for diseases that primarily affect Low and Middle Income Countries.  
 To emphasize the importance of new R&D models and strict follow-up on the CEWG report, along 

with adoption of their recommendations.     

Message: International Federation of Medical Students' Associations (IFMSA) and Universities Allied for 
Essential Medicines represent the next generation of healthcare professionals, who are eager to put a halt 
to the Hepatitis C crisis. We believe that member states can work within the current system of R&D by 
promoting the use of compulsory licenses to ensure access, continuing evaluation of new treatments for the 
essential medicines list, and considering innovative models in R&D, such as those outlined in the CEWG 
report.  

For further contact, please write thinkglobal@ifmsa.org and administrator@uaem.org . 
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